The book whose title we have given above, the result of the labours of celebrated German physicians, is now on our table, and we propose giving our readers an insight into its contents. There is much hi it which has been well known, and equally well described, by writers of our own country; bub we are bound to acknowledge that, in the obstetric department of our profession, we are behindhand in works of easy reference and practical utility. Our systematic treatises on the science and art of midwifery are probably the best of their kind in any language, and leave scarcely anything to be desired in their particular sphere; but we possess no dictionary of midwifery, like our dictionaries of medicine and surgery; and the clinical reports published from time to time in our journals do not compensate the busy and anxious general practitioner for the want of such works on practical midwifery as are published by the Germans.
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"We should hail with pleasure the appearance of a work on midwifery in our own language, on the principle of Busch and Moser's ' Handbuch der Geburtskunde,' containing a good practical article on each subject connected with obstetricy, written by our best authorities, and arranged in alphabetical order; it would prove a boon to students, and form an acceptable book of reference to such as are engaged in the toilsome and anxious labour of midwifery practice. In the volume before us, numerous subjects are treated of in a very creditable manner, and it is somewhat difficult to make a selection. Haemorrhage occupies an important part; and as there is one form of it which has rarely been described, and of which four cases are related, we transcribe one of them for the information of our readers.
" N. N., set. 26 years, was delivered of a female living child of the usual size, after a natural and regular first labour. Soon In eclampsia the urine is generally acid, always deposits, with nitric acid and heat, a large quantity of albumen, and exhibits under the microscope fibrinous cylinders, and often also blood corpuscles. The quantity of albumen corresponds with the extent and duration of Bright's disease; and increases in the latter months of pregnancy, and with the attacks of eclampsia.
The normal proportion of the constituents of the urine undergoes the following alterations, viz.:
The uric acid is diminished.
Urea diminished or almost wanting.
Chlorides but little altered.
Sulphates and phosphates either diminished or increased.
IJroxanthin increased.
The specific gravity of the urine varies from 1010 to 1030. If the sediment of the urine be examined in the first 24 hours, blood and mucous corpuscles and epithelial scales will be found, but these disappear when decomposition ensues.
The more acute the disease of the kidney, the more cloudy the urine, and the greater the number of blood-corpuscles.
There is frequently also increased sensibility of one or both kidneys under pressure externally, and sometimes various affections of the digestive organs.
Eclampsia often occurs in first labours, but seldom recurs in future ones.
As neither time nor space will allow us to enter fully into the consideration of each division of Dr. Braun's interesting article, we shall, on the present occasion, content ourselves with presenting to our readers a recapitulation only of the views he entertains upon the subject. 
